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The frontier molded him in its image. As a boy, he helped carve a homestead out 
of the primeval forest. He learned to live with hunger and cold while his broad-axe 
pushed the frontier westward. The wilderness taught him courage and self-reliance. 
Atnineteen, he sailed down the mighty Mississippi in a flatboat built with his own hands. 


Pioneer, boatman, rail-splitter, storekeeper and lawyer — he came to manhood a rough- 
hewn giant with the love of his land and his people fused into his very hone and sinew. 


America shaped Abraham Lincoln and it fell to Lincoln to reshape America — for ahead 
of him lay an appointment with destiny. 
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TRANSPORTATION 


THE COMMONEST RIG FOR LONGHAULS AND DAY-AFTER 
-DAY TRAVEL WAS THE COVERED WAGON, PULLED BY 
TWO OR MORE OXEN. CONSIDERING THE ROADS, 
TEN MILES ADAY WAS A GOOD TRIP, 


WOMEN RARELY RODE HORSEBACK, EXCEPT ON A 
“PILLION” OR PAD BEHIND A MAN'S SADDLE, TO 
RIDE ASTRIDE WAS CONSIDERED VERY UNWOMANLY! 
ONLY AN EMERGENCY COULD EXCUSE IT, 


A 


MULES OR HORSES HAULED FREIGHT FASTER AND 
WERE USED MORE THAN OXEN, WHEN TIME HAD TO 
BE SAVED. A GOOD MULE TEAM COULD COVER 
TWENTY OR THIRTY MILES A DAY, ANY DAY, 


LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL OVERLAND WAS MOSTLY BY 
STAGECOACH, IT WAS EXPENSIVE AND UNCOMFORT— 

ABLE. THEN TOO, THERE WERE BREAKDOWNS, ESPEC- 
JALLY WHEN FORDING STREAMS. 


UPAND DOWN THE GREAT MISSISSIPPI AND OHIO 
RIVERS, WOOD-BURNING STEAMBOATS PLIED. THEY 
CARRIED BOTH FREIGHT AND PASSENGERS, HUGE. 
PADDLEWHEELS CHURNINGT 


RAILWAY TRAVEL WAS JUST BEG)NNING TO CUT INTO 
THE PROFITS OF STAGECOACH LINES, IN 1840,THERE 
WERE ONLY 2,816 MILES OF RAILROAD IN ALL THE 
UNITED STATES, 


‘THE CENTER OF THE ONE+ROOM CABIN HOUSEHOLD 
THE USUAL PIONEER DWELLING--- WAS THE FIRE- 
PLACE WHERE ALL INDOOR COOKING WAS DONE 

IT WAS BUILT OF MUD, FACED WiTH LOGS. 


OF NEXT IMPORTANCE WAS THE CLOTHING FACTORY; 

NAMELY, SPINNING WHEEL,WOOL CARDS AND WEAV- 
ING LOOM. QLL PIONEER WOMEN HAD TO KNOW HOW 
TO MAKE GLOTH FROM WOOL AND FLAX. 


MOST PIONEER MEN COULD MAKE SOME SORT OF FUR- 
NITURE WITH AN AXE AND A KNIFE. SOME, LIKE 
THOMAS LINCOLN, WERE EXPERTS AT IT,AND HAD 
BETTER TOOLS TO WORK WITH. 


CANDLES SUPPLIED LIGHT IN BOTH THE CABINS OF 
THE POOR AND THE FINE HOUSES OF THE RICH. A 
CANDLE HOLDER WITH A METAL REFLECTOR WAS 
POPULAR--- ALSO SQUARE-SIDED LANTERNS. 


THE BEST BEDS WERE MADE FROM TAUT ROPE, 


CRISS-CROSSED,FIRM YET SPRINGY, ONTHIS, A 
MATTRESS OF STRAW OR CORNHUSKS WAS LAID. 
ARUG WAS A LUXURY--- BROOMS HOMEMADE. 


TOILET EQUIPMENT WAS JUST AS SIMPLE; PLUMBING 
WAS THE “SPLASH AND CARRY” SYSTEM. IN PLACE OF 
AMODERN BATHROOM WAS A LITTLE WASHSTAND. 
NO ONE KNEW OF ANYTHING BETTER! 


INTHE BACKWOODS WHERE LINCOLN GREW UP,A FEW PIONEERS ENJOYED SUCH LUXURIES ASA NIGH 
HOMESPUN SHIRT OF TOW LINEN, MIXED WITH WOOL, SHIRT AND NIGHT CAP---UNLESS THEY HAD KNOWN 
TROUSERS OF TANNED DEERHIDE, AND A COON- MORE PROSPEROUS DAYS! BUT WHEN NIGHTS WERE. 
SKINCAP, MADE AMAN FEEL WELL DRESSED, COLD, THIS OUTFIT HELPED! 


— z z 
CABINS WERE POORLY HEATED, ATBEST---SOTHE THESE WERE FOR LONG RIDES ON HORSEBACK OR IN 
WOMEN-FOLK WORE SIX-POUND PETTICOATS AND A SLEIGH IN ZERO WEATHER! MEN WHO COULD AFFORD 
HOME-KNITTED WOOLEN STOCKINGS---UNDERA TO OWN A BUFFALO FUR COAT, HAT AND GAUNTLETS 

WOOLEN DRESS FOR THE WINTER. WERE ENVIED! BEARSKIN WAS USED, T00. 


POOR FOLKS WENT BAREFOOT IN SUMMER--ANDIN FELT HAT, BLACK SUIT, AND A WHITE SHIRT WITH 
COLDER WEATHER WORE MOCCASINS...THEWELL-TO- STOCK MARKED A GENTLEMAN IN HIS SUNDAY-BEST. 
DO WORE BOOT OF COWHIDE, AND THEIR WOMENHAD BONNET AND SHAWL OF GOOD QUALITY WERE THE 
HIGH-BUTTONED SHOES. “DECENT” OUTDOOR WEAR OF HIS WIFE, 


| FOOD AND COOKERY 


IN CABINS LIKE THAT OF THE LINCOLNS. BREAD TOO! 


THE CLAY FIREPLACE. 


THE FORM OF “CORNDODGERS “---BISCUITS MADE OF 
CORNMEAL AND BAKED SY THE GLOWING COALS OF 


K VEGETABLES WERE FEW IN THE BACK WOODS DIET. 


EVEN YAMS WERE RARE. BUT THERE WERE OFTEN 
PUMPKINS (BOILED) AND WHOLE CORN HULLED WITH 
BOILED HOMINY, 


OF GAME AND FISH CAUGHT IN THE STREAMS THERE 
WAS MORE VARIETY. DEER AND BEAR MEAT WERE 
°VENISON” GREATLY RELISHED. THERE WERE ALSO 
TURKEYS, GEESE, AND PIGEONS. 


belt yay. eeu 
WILD CHESTNUTS, HICKORY NUTS AND HAZEL NUTS 
WERE GATHERED BY BOYS AND SQUIRRELS. BUT 
THERE WAS ALWAYS A QUESTION OF WHETHER THE 
BOYS WOULD GET THERE BEFORE THE SQUIRRELS. 


=~ 


WILD FRUITS IN SEASON WERE AN IMPORTANT PART 
OF THE FOOD SUPPLY._. RASPBERRIES, CURRANTS, 
HUCKLEBERRIES, STRAWEERRIES, BLACKBERRIES 

AND DEWBERRIES WERE FOUND, 


SWEETS WERE MOSTLY WILD HONEY, TAKEN FROM 
HOLLOW TREES; MAPLE SUGAR BOILED DOWN FROM 
THE SAP OF MAPLE TREES, AND SOMETIMES A LOAF 
OF HARD, GANE SUGAR FROM THE STORE, 


AT OTTAWA, CAPTAIN LINCOLN'S COMPANY WAS 
AMONG THOSE DISCHARGED FROM THE FEDERAL 
SERVICE.ON HIS MUSTER ROLL HE NOTED THAT 
THREE MILITIAMEN WERE “A.W.O.L 


albania. ey 
NEAR THE END OF MAY, LINCOLN BECAME A PRIVATE 
IN THE MOUNTED RANGERS... OTHER PRIVATES IN 


THIS OUTFIT WERE FORMERLY OFFICERS UP TO THE 
RANK OF GENERAL . 


THE RANGERS COMPANY WAS MUSTERED OUT WITHIN 
A MATTER OF DAYS~-— AND THE 25TH OF JUNE SAW 
ABE LINCOLN, A PRIVATE IN CAPTAIN EARLY S$ SPY 
CORPS, MARCHING ALL NIGHT. 


FOUND HIM DIGGING GRAVES ON A BATTLE- 
FIELD LOST BY ANOTHER MILITIA OUTFIT... THE 
SAUK INDIANS HAD JUMPED A SMALL DETAIL AND. 
SCATTERED THEM, KILLING FIVE. 


SHOVELS WERE MORE USEFUL 70 THIS THIRD OUTFIT 
THAN WERE RIFLES. MIDSUMMER FOUND LINCOLN 
HELPING TO BUILD BREASTWORKS BEYOND THE 
MICHIGAN BORDER, 


BEFORE THE MIDDLE OF JULY, LINCOLN FOUND HIM- 
SELF A PRIVATE CITIZEN AGAIN--- HIS COMPANY 

DISCHARGED, HIS HORSE STOLEN. WITH ONE COMPAN: 
JON, HE HIKED TO PEORIA. 


a | 
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f —— 
THE AXE WAS THE TOOL MOST FAMILIAR TO LINCOLN'S 
HANDS; BUT HE ALSO USED MANY A HARDWOOD WEDGE 
TO SPLIT LOGS, AN ADZE TO SQUARE THEM AND & 
WHIPSAW TO MAKE PLANKS, 


YOUNG ABE SAW CANDLES MADE IN TIN MOLDS ~~~ 
SPICES GROUND WITH HOMEMADE MORTAR AND PES- 
TLE--- FIRES KINDLEO BY STRIKING FLINT AGAINST 
STEEL,.THE SPARKS FALLING ON TINDER. 


MANY A MILE YOUNG LINCOLN TRUDGED BEHIND AN 
(OLD-FASHIONED, OX-DRAWN PLOW, MADE BY SOME 
LOCAL BLACKSMITH AND CARPENTER. HE SOLD 
SUCH PLOWS IN HIS SHORT-LIVED STORE. 


Poeter 


AMONG THE NECESSARY HOUSEHOLD ITEMS WERE. 
STEELYARDS ANO BUTTER CHURNS. THE CHURNS 
WERE KEG-SHAPED AND HAD A CURVED DISK ATTACH: 
ED TO A STICK THAT MOVED THROUGH THE LID. 


cH 


‘4 FROE WAS BETTER THAN AN AXE FOR SPLITTING 
SHAKES AND SHINGLES FROM A BLOCK.OTHER 
SIMPLE BUT MUCH NEEDED TOOLS OF THE PIONEER 
WERE PLANES, DRAW: KNIVES AND AUGERS. 


THE OX YOKE WAS HOMEMADE, LIKE THE BLACKSNAKE 
WHIP, WHOSE LASH COULD CUT LIKE 4 KNIFE IN THE 
HANDS OF AN EXPERT--- THE SHOE PLATES WERE 
FITTED ON THE SPLIT HOOFS OF OXEN. 


TOWN 
FURNI 


THE FURNITURE OF LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD HOME 
WAS TYPICAL OF THE BETTER TOWN HOUSES OF THE 
PERIOD. MUCH OF |T, LIKE THIS PARLOR TABLE, WAS. 
GRACEFUL AND PLEASING, 


E 


HOUS 
INGS 


SHING 


PEAR-BACK CHAIRS AND ROCKERS LIKE THESE WERE 
UPHOLSTERED IN HAIRCLOTH (BLACK HORSEHAIR 
WOVEN TIGHTLY. THE MATERIAL WORE WELL,SHOWED 
NO SOIL MARKS AND WAS VERY SLIPPERY. 


CAST IRON STOVES WERE JUST COMING INTO STYLE, 
REPLACING THE FIREPLACE FOR SPACE HEATING IN 
WELL-TO-DO HOMES. THEY WERE HIGHLY ORNAMENT- 
ED---AND LIKELY To CRACK. 


THE “WHAT-NOT" OF MANY SHELVES WAS A*MUSTS 
INTHE WELL- FURNISHED LIVING ROOM. IT HELD BOOKS, 
KNICK:NACKS, FIGURINES, VASES, FRAMED PICTURES 
AND ~~~ WHAT NOT! 


ms put s 
THE SOFA WAS SOMETIMES USED FOR LOUNGING, 
BUT AT THE USER'S PERIL; FOR IT WAS HARD AND 
NARROW, MADE FOR SITTING BOLT UPRIGHT. PIL- 
LOWS COULD SOFTEN ITS ANGLES, 


PEDESTAL TABLES WERE IN STYLE, AND TOOK VARI~ 
‘US SHAPES. THEY WERE MADE LOCALLY,TO ORDER, 
SOMETIMES THEY HAD ONE DRAWER--- SOMETIMES ) 
TWO, SOMETIMES NONE. 


8 


WELL DRESSED MEN OFTEN WORE THE PRINCE AL. LADIES DRESSES WERE MOSTLY PLAIN COLORED, 
BERT COAT, WITH OR WITHOUT MATCHING TROUSERS, WITH HIGH NECKS, LONG SLEEVES AND BILLOWY SKIRT. 
ASILK WAISTCOAT, BOW TIE OR SILK STOCK. THESE WERE THE DAYS OF CRINOLINE (A STIFF LIN: 
SHORT JACKETS WERE PROPER,TOO, EN-AND- HORSEHAIR!) 


AND THE HOOP SKIRT! THIS ELEGANT BALL DRESS | A MAN'S GREATCOAT OR OVERCOAT WAS RATHER 
WAS PLAIN COMPARED WITH SOME SEEN AT LINCOLN'S SNUG FITTING, AND THE CUT VERY DIFFERENT FROM 
INAUGURAL BALL. THEY TRAILED ON THE FLOOR,AND TODAY'S. FOR A BIT OF EXTRA WARMTH-~ INDOORS 
WALKING IN ONE WAS AN ART. - OR OUT--- LINCOLN WORE A SHAWL. 


\ 


THE STYLE OF MEN'S HATS WAS VERY GENERAL.FOR - BABIES' DRESSES, IF AT ALL ELEGANT,WERE MADE TO 
FORMAL AND. BUSINESS OCCASIONS, ESPECIALLY IN HANG TWO FEET OR MORE BELOW THE INFANTS FEET, 
‘THE NORTH, THE “STOVE-PIPE” WAS & MUST. ~—— (OUNG BOYS AND GIRLS DRESSED LIKE SMALL 
LADIES WORE BONNETS. COPIES OF THEIR PARENTS, 


THE GROWING f 


Es ae ZN 
LINCOLN LOST THE ELECTION, Pi NOW HE WAS OUT OF & JOB. HE HAD NO TRADE, 
ALIST OF THIRTEEN CANDIDATES 


NO PROFESSION. HE KNEW THAT PIONEER FARMING 
OWN HOME TOWN HAD VOTED ALMOST SOLIDLY FOR OFFERED NO FUTURE. TO BE A LAWYER WAS HIS 
HIM, HE FELT HE HAD LET THEM DOWN, 


DREAM, BUT THAT TOOK EDUCATION. 


LAW "COMMENTARIES “ BY SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE, 


THE NEXT YEAR, LINCOLN BECAME NEW SALEM'S POST 
MASTER. 

AND ABSORBED IT AS A SPONGE ABSORBS WATER-- 

WHILE DOING VARIOUS CHORES. 


. THE MAIL CAME TWICE A WEEK, AND THE 
PERSON WHO RECEIVED A LETTER PAID FOR IT——— 
SO MUCH 4 SHEET OF PAPER! 


THE POSTMASTER'S JOB WOULD JUST ASOUT BUY 
LINCOLN'S WORK CLOTHES FOR A YEAR---SOHE 


EKED OUT A LIVING AT RAIL SPLITTING AND OTHER 
ODD JOBS AS THEY CAME ALONG... 


=~ UNTIL THAT AUTUMN, WHEN HE WENT TO WORK 
FOR THE COUNTY SURVEYOR? THIS TOOK MANY WEEKS 


OF STUDYING NOT JUST SURVEYING, BUT GEOMETRY. 
AND TRIGONOMETRY, TOO. 


ONE DAY HE CAME TO THE CABIN OF HIS OLD FRIEND, JACK ARMSTRONG, AND PRESENTED JACK'S WIFE, 
HANNAH, WITH TWO TANNED BUCKSKINS--- ~ TO FOX MY PANTS FOR ME; HE EXPLAINED, 


THE ADDED BUCKSKIN WAS TO KEEP LINCOLN'S 
PANTS FROM BEING TORN BY BRUSH WHILE SUI 
VEYING...HANNY MADE SHIRTS FOR HIM, T00—~— 
AND JACK BOARDED HIM FREE FOR WEEKS. 


THE BABY---HIS LEGS WRAPPED IN WHATEVER 
WAS HANDY--- HANNAH SEWED THE FOXING’ LEATH- 


IN A COUNTRY WHERE POVERTY WAS THE RULE, “AB, YOUR FEET ARE COLD IN THOSE RAGS, ” 
LINCOLN WAS AS’ READY 10 GIVE AS TO TAKE... LINCOLN SAID, REACHING FOR THE AXE." BUT I'M 
THAT SAME WINTER HE CAME ON A YOUNG MAN. CHOPPING FIREWOOD TO BUY SOME SHOES,” THE 
CHOPPING WOOD IN THE SNOW, WITH NO SHOES. YOUNG MAN REPLIED, EARNESTLY, 


é (NACE = 
LINCOLN, BELIEVING SLAVERY TO BE A MONSTROUS 
AND EVIL THING, EARLY TOOK HIS STAND AGAINST IT. 
“WHEREVER IT 1S," HE DECLARED, "IT HAS BEEN 
FIRST INTRODUCED WITHOUT LA| 


IN CONTROLLING THE SPREAD OF SLAVERY, HOWEVER, 
HE-DECLARED AT BLOOMINGTON: “THE BALLOTIS 
STRONGER THAN THE BULLET.” HE WARNED THE 
SOUTH IT MUST STAY IN THE UNION. 


MEANWHILE, ACTS OF VIOLENCE WERE INCREASING... 
JOHN BROWN AND HIS SONS MURDERED THE MEN 

OF THREE PIONEER FAMILIES, IN REVENGE FOR THE. 
KILLING OF FIVE FREE-STATE MEN. 


CRESTING THE WAVES OF THIS POLITICAL STORM, 


THE “LITTLE GIANT *, STEPHEN A.DOUGLAS, AND 
“HONEST ABE” LINCOLN OPPOSED EACH OTHER 
FOR THE UNITED STATES SENATE. 


THE REGULAR ARMY HAD TO BE CALLED IN TO CON- 

TROL RIOT AND MURDER IN THE STATE OF KANSAS, 

WHERE PRO-SLAVERY AND ANTI- SLAVERY PARTIES 
WERE BATTLING IT OUT. 


DOUGLAS DECLARED THAT THE PEOPLE OF A UNITED. 
STATES TERRITORY SHOULD “DO AS THEY PLEASE 
ON THE SUBJECT OF SLAVERY,” AND THAT.“E ACH. 
STATE” SHOULD “MIND ITS OWN BUSINESS * 


> UNCTUATE 


STEPHEN A, DOUGLAS,” THE LITTLE GIANT BEAT 
LINCOLN FOR THE SENATE--- BUT LOST TO LINCOLN: 
IN THE PRESIDENTAL ELECTION. 


POLITICAL LEADERS 


DOUGLAS'S REFUSAL TO BACK SLAVERY SPLIT THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY. HE UPHELD THE TERRITORIES’ 
RIGHT OF CHOICE. 


JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 
U.S.A. PRESIDING OVER THE SENATE, ANNOUNCED 
LINCOLN'S ELECTION. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY'S 
CANDIDATE, WISE, KEEN AND KINDLY, SPOKE OUT 
AGAINST SLAVERY AND SECESSION, 


RUNNING AGAINST LINCOLN, BRECKINRIDGE CARRIED 
ELEVEN OF THE FIFTEEN SLAVERY STATES, WHICH 
WAS MOST OF THE SOUTH. 


FOLK, AS ONE OF THEMSELVES,.. THOSE WHO 
HATED SLAVERY VOTED FOR HIM, AND WON, 


“THE CALASH 


THE CALASH WAS A LIGHT, FOUR-WHEELED; 
FOUR PASSENGER CARRIAGE WITH A TOP WHICH 
COULD BE FOLDED BACK, 


THIS WAS ATWO PASSENGI 
CARRIAGE WITH A “CALASH” TOP-- A PLEASURE 
VEHICLE FOR THE WELL-TO-DO, 


-THE CABRIOLET 


— 


THE BROUGHAM 


THIS WAS A-L GHT, ONE-HORSE.CARRIAGE WITH 
AHOOD, SEATING TWO OR FOUR PERSONS... 
LATER CALLED A “CAB” FOR SHORT. 


THE GIG 


THIS LIGHT TWO-WHEELER COULD GIVE 'TEEN- 
AGERS A WILD RIDE, OR MOTHER-IN-LAW A ROUGH 
ONE,OR WIFE A HAPPY OUTING F 


THIS LIGHT, CLOSED CARRIAGE SEATED TWO OR 
FOUR PERSONS INSIDE, 4 DRIVER OUTSIDE, AND 
‘WAS BUILT FOR SHORT TURNS. 


NAMED FOR J.A.HANSOM ITS INVENTOR, THIS CAB 
KEPT THE DRIVER, PERCHED BEHIND, FROM PEEK 
ING OR EAVESDROPPING, 


CITY LIGHTING 


LARGE CITIES LIKE WASHINGTON AND BALTIMORE HAD A NUMBER OF STREETS LIGHTED BY GAS. 
THEY WERE SERVICED BY LAMPLIGHTERS WHO WENT AROUND NIGHT AND MORNING WITH LADDERS 


AND TAPERS. 


OIL- BURNING HANGING LAMPS LIKE THESE WERE 
USED IN ORDINARY PUBLIC ROOMS WHERE L.IGHT, 
NOT BEAUTY,WAS THE OBJECT, 


‘THE READING LAMP--WITH AN ELEVATED RESERVOIR 
AND ADJUSTABLE FOR HEIGHT---BURNED COALOIL. 
ITWAS VERY POPULAR, . 


EARLIER THAN THE COAL-OILLAMP BUT STILLIN 
USE WAS THE WHALE-OIL LAMP, IT HAD A NARROW 
BURNER TO CONSERVE OIL. 


GAS LIGHTING WAS USED FOR THE WHITE HOUSE 
OND FOR THE HOMES OF THE WELL-TO-DO, . . 
JETS BURNED WITH FLAT FLAMES, 


ADRILLED OIL WELL WAS*INVENTED BY EDWIN L. 
DRAKE. BUT THEY WERE VERY FEW AND VERY RECENT 
IN LINCOLN'S DAY,BEFORE THAT, OIL WAS DISTILLED 
FROM SHALE. 


INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS 
INVENTIONS 


ETHER, FOR SURGICAL ANAESTHESIA, WAS JUST 
COMING INTO USE. IT's FIRST USE WAS FOURTEEN 
YEARS BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR, DR.WILLIAM 
MORTON, AN AMERICAN DENTIST,IS-RESPONSIBLE. 
FOR THE GENERAL USE OF ETHER. 


THE TELEGRAPH WAS ANEW WAY OF SENDING 
MESSAGES, IN LINCOLN'S DAY, MORSE INVENTED 
ITIN 1843. 


AMERICAN COTTON SUPPLIED AN IMPORTANT, 
GROWING INDUSTRY. THE CIVIL WAR ALMOST 
STOPPED ITS PRODUCTION. 


BASEBALL WAS INVENTED & QUARTER OF A 
CENTURY BEFORE LINCOLN BECAME PRESIDENT 
“AND WAS FIR ST PLAYED IN NEW YORK, 


A CONFERATE SUBMARINE WAS CAPTURED DURING 
‘THE WAR, IT WAS NEVER USED IN ACTUAL ATTACK, 
BUT AT LEAST IT WORKED! 


SIDE, DARK HANDS 


‘The Bettmonn Archive 


The broken metal of war lies rusting quietly on 
the earthen carpet at Gettysburg. It is Novem- 
ber 19, 1863. A few months ago, the greatest 
battle of the Civil War was fought here. Its 
dead have been laid to rest. A soft rain is falling 
this day and the people have gathered to hear 
their leader speak to them from a crude 
wooden platform erected on the battlefield. 
The leader sits and listens with great admira- 
tion as the main speaker delivers a two-hour 
oration. But there is despair in his heart also, 
for his own speech is but a few sentences in 
length. He wonders whether so few words can 
express to his people what he must tell them — 
that their sons haye not died uselessly here. 
Now the great orator has finished his beautiful 
speech. The applause is thunderous. The leader 
gets up and walks to the speaker's station. 
One thought keeps panicking him: How long 
will such a puny speech live in the thoughts 
of his countrymen? Nevertheless, he begins: 
“Fourscore and seven years ago... 


Original by 
Forbes Litho 


Mrkan directo 


From a 
photograph 
taken in 1864 


